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Section 6: So what — now what? Handout 6.1
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Handout 2.2
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| have: Asia

who has:

An animal that lives in China
and likes to eat bamboo
(The start)

| have: Panda bear

who has:

The main festival in China
that falls between January
and March

| have: Haiku

who has:

The Japanese art of
cultivating ornamental ,
artificially dwarfed trees and
shrubs

| have: Bonsai

who has:

A Chinese martial art
consisting of sequences of
very slow, controlled
movements
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AB NEWS Wednesday, September 3, 2008

B SISTER CITY DEAL

Korean
garden
opposed

Michael Forbes

A dispute over an ornamental
garden had threatened to
undermine the  relationship
between Christchurch and its
South  Korean sister city,
Songpa-gu.

Plans for the $140,000 sister-
city garden at Halswell Quarry
Park, to be funded by Songpa-
gu, had languished since 2004.

Kim Young-soon, the Mayor
of Songpa-gu, a district of Seoul,
will visit Christchurch next
month.

The  Christchurch  City
Council opted last week to fast-
track approval for the garden,
despite the objection of some
residents.

The residents believed the
proposed garden  structures
would not match the local
environment.

The garden will include
traditional Korean gates, stone
steps and a  3m-high
noticeboard.

A Songpa-gu sister-city com-
mittee member said the council
decision had saved the relation-
ship.
Forbes Taylor said that in
South Korea, “when the mayor
approves something, it’s like
listening to God”.

Taylor said Songpa-gu would
probably have severed ties with
Christchurch.

He said Songpa-gu officials
were upset that work had not
started on the garden, and
committee member Mary Yoon
had travelled to Songpa-gu in
June to negotiate an extension
beyond an initial deadline for
approval of the project.

“She discovered relationships
were very low. The officials in
Songpa-gu had suffered a loss of
face,” Taylor said.

“Its a very hierarchical
society over there and when the
mayor approves something, it’s
like listening to God, so I think
they took it as an insult. But the
council realised they could not
afford to have a park area wreck
international relationships.”

Taylor expected construction
to be under way by Young-
soon’s visit in October.

However, the Kennedys Bush
Residents’ Association said it
planned to block the council
decision.

Association chairman Dave
Elder said the garden’s structures
were “incongruous” with the
surroundings of a botanical park
and “would stick out like a sore
thumb”.

“It’s hard to see how they
would be of any benefit to the
community,” he said.

The council decision gave
permission for the sister-city
committee to seek building
consent immediately,

Christchurch City councillor
Mike Wall, who is on the
Songpa-gu  sister-city com-
mittee, agreed Christchurch’s
relationship with the South
Korean district would have been
jeopardised if the council had
decided to return the $140,000
donation.

Wall said he did not believe
opposition  from  Halswell
residents would hold up con-
struction.

“I hope, for the sake of the
city, people see sense and we can
get on with things,” he said.




Handout 5.1 ¥={fnx

eThere are, In every age, new errors to be rectified and
new prejudices to be opposed. Samuel Johnson

eThe highest result of education is tolerance. Helen Keller
eBe the change you want to see in the world. Mahatma
Gandhi



http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Samuel_Johnson/
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Helen_Keller/

Handout 6.1 & MallFeiE A TN EEE R

Workplaces, Educational institutions, Government agencies,
Communities, Local businesses, Schools, Local councils,
Support groups, Colleges, Retail shops, Local services,

Health services, Cultural Cohesion.




 Hansik (NZ#Az:8 % @ 2 B~ & 42
http://www.korea.net/exploring.do )

e 3 W1 8 ! "Hansik" is composed of
steamed rice with side dishes of seasoned
vegetables, soup, stew and meat and/or fish.

Steamed rice (left) and kimchi
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